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Health Equity By Design

Health Equity by Design is a systematic approach to health IT
development in which equity considerations are identified and
incorporated as a core principle in the design, build and implementation
of health IT systems, such that the resulting products and capabilities
are foundationally equity-enforcing.

Example:

Massachusetts ENS System

Patient Matching By Home Address

Significantly Improved Match Rates

Matching on Other Variables

Excluded Housing Insecure Patients
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Turning Health Equity by Design into Action

Social Inequities
• Class
• Race/ethnicity
• Immigration status
• Gender
• Sexual orientation
• Disability

Institutional Inequities
• Corporations & businesses
• Federal government agencies
• STLT agencies
• Laws & regulations
• Schools
• Not-for-profit organizations
• Criminal justice system
• Health care system

Living Conditions
• Physical environment
• Economics & work 

environment
• Social environment
• Service environment

Risk Behaviors
• Smoking
• Poor nutrition
• Low physical activity
• Violence
• Alcohol & other drugs
• Sexual behavior

Disease & Injury
• Communicable 

disease
• Chronic disease
• Injury (intentional & 

unintentional)

Mortality
• Infant mortality
• Life expectancy

Adapted from “What Can the Health Care Sector Do to Advance Health Equity?”, RWJF Nov 2019. 

Upstream Downstream

Inequities upstream lead to disparities in care and outcomes downstream

80-90% of non-genetic determinants of health Focus of traditional healthcare and 
historic ONC activities

Data to better identify health inequities

Mechanisms for targeted 
upstream intervention 

Data needs to turn 
into actions
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Health Equity By Design – Data Standards

U.S. Core Data for Interoperability (USCDI)

• V2: Social determinants of health, sexual orientation, gender identity

• V3: Disability status, mental function, tribal affiliation, insurance

Race / Ethnicity Standards

• Improved coordination / data collection
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Health Equity By Design – HIT Certification

Artificial Intelligence / Clinical Decision Support

• Transparency focused (CDS)

FHIR-based Application Programming Interfaces (APIs)
• ‘Lightweight’ interoperable functionality

• Increased mobile functionality

https://www.healthit.gov/test-method/clinical-decision-support-cds
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Health Equity By Design – Data Exchange

Health Care Provider / Community Based Organization Exchange

• Leading Edge Acceleration Projects (LEAP)

https://www.healthit.gov/buzz-blog/interoperability/by-leaps-and-bounds-newest-round-of-awardees-seek-to-advance-health-equity-and-research
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Health Equity By Design – HIT Coordination

• HITAC Task Force

• Coordination with external stakeholders

• Dissemination of best practices

• Administration of surveys on equity



Subscribe to our weekly eblast 

at healthit.gov for the latest updates!

Phone: 202-690-7151

Health IT Feedback Form: 

https://www.healthit.gov/form/

healthit-feedback-form

Twitter: @onc_healthIT

LinkedIn: Office of the National Coordinator for 

Health Information Technology

Youtube:

https://www.youtube.com/user/HHSONC

Dr. Thomas Mason

Thomas.Mason@hhs.gov

http://healthit.gov/
https://www.healthit.gov/form/healthit-feedback-form
https://twitter.com/onc_healthit
https://www.linkedin.com/company/office-of-the-national-coordinator-for-health-information-technology/
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